
BLESSING GREENHOUSES AND COMPOST FACILITY, INC. 

Corrective Action Plan 

Status Update November 15, 2021 

1. Sediment and Stormwater Plan Notice of Intent Submittal: The revised 

Sediment and Stormwater Plan was finalized, submitted and received by the Sussex 

Conservation District on July 30, 2021. 

 

In a letter dated August 27, 2021 (attached), Mr. John Justice, Plan Reviewer- 

Sussex Conservation District, provided a list of comments and additional information 

required to approve of the Sediment and Stormwater Plan. Mr. Bill Stephens of Stephens 

Env. Consulting, Inc., revised the documents and resubmitted on October 19, 2021. 

 

 In an email dated November 12, 2021, Mr. Bill Stephens notified Mr. Bruce 

Blessing and Mr. Tim Willard that he received additional comments from Mr. John 

Justice regarding the October 19, 2021 submission. Mr. Bill Stephens is currently 

preparing a response with anticipated submission occurring by November 30, 2021. 

 

 2. Landscaping Plan: A copy of the Landscaping Plan was hand delivered to 

the Sussex County Planning and Zoning Office on May 10, 2021 by Mr. Tim Willard.  

3. Sussex County Planning and Zoning Office Meeting: Tim Willard met with 

Everett Moore, Esq., on April 28, 2021 to notify the County’s legal department that the 

Preliminary Site Plan would be submitted the following week. A delay occurred with 

submission due to unexpected issues with the Landscaping Design Plan.  Specifically, 

when the CAD file was converted to a PDF file, the integrity of the document was 

damaged, making the text illegible. The Blessing Greenhouses and Compost Facility 

received a new PDF document on May 5, 2021 and immediately ordered prints for 

submission. Electronic copies of all files were provided to Tim Willard on May 6, 2021. 

The Preliminary Site Plan, including the Landscaping Plan, was hand delivered by Tim 

Willard on May 10, 2021. A follow-up email was sent to the Sussex County Planning 

and Zoning Office on May 10, 2021 providing the following dropbox link, allowing 

access to electronic copies of submitted documents. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/hfy91lt9rxwnj5i/AABjlgzT78Xcu7X7v2PjH8eRa?dl=0 

4. Building Design: Contract signed with Structor Engineering in December 

2020 for the design of the building interior. The draft building design was received in 

March 2021. The design was reviewed and comments provided to the Engineering firm 

by March 30, 2021. The Fire Marshal was contacted in March 2021 to determine fire 

suppression requirements. On November 10, 2021 Structor Engineering provided 

preliminary drawings to Bruce Blessing for comment. The draft electrical drawings will 

be finalized during the week of November 15, 2021 and provided to Bruce Blessing as 

well. Bruce Blessing shared the preliminary drawings with ClearSpan in an effort to 

coordinate the design of the building with the concrete design.  



5. Preliminary Site Plan: The Preliminary Site Plan was hand delivered on 

May 10, 2021 to the Planning and Zoning Office for review and approval as part of the 

Preliminary Site Plan process. The Preliminary Site Plan includes a new state-of-art 

compost building (compost activities including unloading of raw materials will occur 

under roof) and associated biofilter, stormwater best management practices to include 

submerged gravel wetlands and storm water conveyance systems, and a vegetative buffer 

prepared by a certified nursery professional.  

 
6.  Coastal Zone Application: A Coastal Zone Act Permit Application is 

required and will be prepared once details regarding composting operations (equipment 

and design) are finalized. A delay in the anticipated submission date (June 30, 2021) has 

occurred as the building design/equipment list has not been finalized. Anticipated to 

begin drafting the application package in December 2021.  

7. Environmental Permits: Appropriate Environmental Permits will be 

obtained once a Coastal Zone Act Permit is issued. As the need for environmental 

permits are identified, the CAP will be updated to identify the permit and application 

submission timeframe. 

8. Final Site Plan: A Final Site Plan including all buildings, buffers, site 

improvements and a landscaping plan and stormwater management facilities will be 

completed and submitted to the Planning and Zoning Commission by December 31, 

2022. It should be mentioned that the Blessing Greenhouses and Compost Facility 

anticipates submittal to occur well in advance of the December 31, 2022 deadline; with 

the construction of Phase 1 (compost building; submerged wetlands, vegetative berm) 

completed within 1 year of Final Site Plan approval.  The timeframes identified within 

this document demonstrate the Facility’s commitment to submitting and receiving 

approval of the Final Site Plan in an effort to complete construction of Phase 1 by Fall 

of 2022.  

9. Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan Revisions: The SWPPP will be 

revised to reflect facility modifications. This will be an ongoing process and DNREC 

will be notified and provided with each iteration of the document. The SWPPP was 

submitted to DNREC and approved on January 21, 2021. DNREC’s letter of approval 

was forwarded to the EPA on January 22, 2021. The Facility continues to implement 

and maintain all programs required by its GSWP. Monthly Routine Inspections will 

continue to be performed and the SWPPP updated as warranted. The Semi-Annual 

Comprehensive Site Evaluation shall be performed in November or December 2021. 

10. Final Completion Date of all Work: The Blessing Greenhouses and 

Compost Facility anticipates construction of Phase 1 (including state-of-art building, 

vegetative berm, and submerged gravel wetlands) to be completed by Fall 2022. 

Originally, it was anticipated that construction of the vegetative berm and submerged 

wetlands would commence in the Fall 2021 and building construction would commence 

in Spring 2022. However, due to delay with finalizing the Sediment and Stormwater 



Plan, receiving the required Construction Permit and finalizing the building design, it 

appears that the vegetative berm and submerged wetland will not be constructed in the 

Fall 2021. Construction is dependent upon issuance of the Construction Permit. Once 

received, construction will begin immediately. In the interim, the Facility will begin 

purchasing vegetation required for the vegetative berm, and place in the greenhouses 

to allow for additional plant maturity. Phase 1 Construction completion is still 

anticipated by Fall 2022. 
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PREPARE.      PROTECT.      PRESERVE. 

November 4, 2021 

 

Bill Stephens 

Stephens Environmental Consulting, Inc. 

bstephens@stephensenv.com  

 

RE:  Blessings Greenhouse & Compost Facility – Milford, DE  

  

Mr. Stephens, 

 

Sussex Conservation District has reviewed the sediment and stormwater management plans 
submitted for the above referenced project by letter on October 11, 2021. Additional information 
will be necessary for the plans to be approved. Please address the following comments: 

 

Step 2 Submittal 

4. Please limit all DURMM inputs to (2) decimal places. (Thousandths and beyond tend to 
skew resultants.) Please revise RPv Worksheet from “12-D Submerged Gravel Wetland” 
to “-No BMP-“. Please correct PDA-1b & c areas to be (2) decimal places. 

13. Please use the attached Submerged Gravel Wetland - Sequence of Construction as a 
template. (Temporary Sediment Traps should be indicated on plans using the DNREC 
symbol “TSB”/”PST”/ ”SST” etc.) Attached guidance appears to have been ignored. 
Please explain. Note: if as-builts do not include surveyed: facility bottoms, underdrain 
pipe inverts, top of substrate elevation and verification of wetland soil layer thickness; re-
excavation will be necessary to obtain this information for compliance. 

15. It appears the image on pages 11 & 12 of the soils report did not produce. Please 
address. Please note that (4) tests should be performed within facility top of bank, 
preferably proposed elevation 5.5 which encompasses the substrate. Not addressed. 
The Dry Pond requires borings as well. 

 

Comments from (Step 2/3) August 2 Submittal 

17. Please include a comment response letter with resubmittals. This letter is provided in 
‘Word’ so that the responses can be provided in bold after each comment. Please 
respond with how and where comments have been addressed for clarification. 

18. Please provide a copy of the Temporary Construction Easement for offsite ditch/swale 
repair and stabilization. Not found. 

19. NOI will be required prior to final approval. Pending 
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21. Please provide calculations substantiating the required and provided sizing for the  

a. Submerged Gravel Wetland Gravel Substrate (bottom to pea gravel), Report 
page 10, indicates “Gravel Storage Volume”. If this is intended to address the 
“Gravel Substrate Volume”, it should be updated to only include elevations 1.5 – 
3.5’. 

b. Sediment Trap(s),  

i. Reference applicable Detail sheet where RST, SST and PP-1 is located. 

ii. Replace “Vs” with “Required Storage” for clarity. 

iii. Include “Provided Storage” data. 

iv. The RST berm and each SST area should be shown on sheet 4, “General 
Development & Grading Plan” and maintained until conversion.  

c. Forebay(s) This should be in the form of an incremental/cumulative stage-
storage table format. 

d. Dry Detention Basin pretreatment. Please delineate this area on ‘Overall Post 
Construction Stormwater Management Plan’ & ‘Post Construction Stormwater 
Management Plan – Dry Detention Basin’ sheets. 

e. ROP (Scour stop is not listed an approved dissipator equivalent per the E&S 
handbook.) Remove Scour stop from Detail sheet. 

f. Grassed Channel BMP. Computational Method of Compliance provided does not 
appear to match that given in BMP S/S, section 9.6. Please include exhibit. No 
change noted. 

22. Sheet 1: 

b. Beneath “Area of Disturbance per Discharge Location” should be the waterway, 
at discharge point, receiving on-site runoff. (i.e., tax ditch, tidal waterway, 
DelDOT ditch, etc.) Not addressed. 

c. Please revise sheet index to include all plan sheets. (Drainage Area plans should 
be exhibits to the report as opposed to a part of the construction plans.) Please 
revise sheet titles and layout to match Step 2/3 Plan Review Checklist item #15. 

23. Sheet 6, Submerged Gravel Wetland Plan Sheet: 

a. Per BMP S/S, Section 12.6, the underdrain shall be provided at an elevation 3” 
above the invert of the gravel substrate. Substrate bottom: 1.5’, underdrain to be 
at invert elevation 1.75’. No change noted. Outfall Detail indicates pipe inverts at: 
1.57’ & 1.63’. 

b. Underdrain to connect to outlet structure with discharge elevation 4” below 
wetland soil surface. Wetland soil surface: 4.5, discharge elevation should be 
4.17’. No change noted. Outfall Detail pipe outlet at invert 4.3’. 

d. ‘Operation & Maintenance Plan: Submerged Gravel Wetland’, please remove 
inspections after 1” of rainfall since it follows a reference to the 0.5”. Not 
addressed. 

f. Please provide riprap on “B.C. Weir’s” to prevent erosion. Specify TRM product 
sample. 



 

g. Please provide method of stabilization for the emergency spillway. Specify TRM 
product sample. 

24. Sheet 7:  

a. Please provide product sample for “Soil Stabilization Matting” & Temporary 
Reinforcement Matting callouts. 

b. Please provide sequence of construction for facility. SOC should be site specific. 

e. Please provide outfall detail. Please label each structure in Detail, Plan View & 
Profile for clarity. (i.e., “OS-1” & “OS-2” as opposed to “Concrete Headwall”). 

i. Please depict, and callout, clogging protection for Ø6” outfall pipe. 

f. Please callout the proposed slope for the facility bottom in Profile D-D. Slope 
grade not noted. 

g. Please depict contour 9.5 to verify top of slope area. Contour does not close. 

25. Sheet 14, For the Submerged Gravel Wetland facility, the Landscaping Plan will require 
certification by a qualified professional with demonstrated knowledge in wetland species. 
Please provide a signature block on the Landscape Plan. 

Comments from (Step 2/3) October 11 Submittal 

27. Sheet 13: Please include a sample product for each of the stabilization mattings per 
Step 2/3 Plan Review Checklist item #’s 46i & j. 

28. Sheet 14: Landscape and Planting Plan 

a. Please include plant symbol as it appears not all specie variations are indigenous 
to Sussex County or have the same habitat tolerances, according to 
https://plants.usda.gov  

b. Please verify that all Submerged Gravel Wetland planting can be planted in the 
8” soil depth as well as survive in the 10.5” RPv water depth. If all plantings 
cannot, please provide a more in-depth planting plan that indicates specific 
specie locations. 

29. Report, sheet 12 summary, correctly indicates: ‘Storm Type’- “NOAA 24-hr D” with an 
RPv rainfall of 2.70”; however, the HydroCAD model was run using “Type II 24-hr” with 
an RPv rainfall of 2.90”. Summary Cv: 5.30” vs HydroCAD Cv: 5.60”, Summary Fv: 9.20” 
vs HydroCAD Fv: 7.90”. Please revise HydroCAD model to mimic Summary criteria and 
revise narrative accordingly.  

 

Please note that future submittals may result in subsequent comments. 

If you should have any questions concerning these comments, please contact me at 
john.justice@sussexconservation.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

SUSSEX CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

John Justice, SCD Sediment & Stormwater Reviewer 

https://plants.usda.gov/
mailto:john.justice@sussexconservation.org
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